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March 11, 2020 
 
Dear Port Townsend Families,  
 
As coronavirus continues to spread in our region, we all have growing concerns about 
the increased risk to the health and safety of our students, families, and community. 
 
Many listened to or have read the Governor’s announcement today stating that events 
in King, Snohomish, and Pierce counties with more than 250 people are prohibited by 
the state. In King County events can only take place if event organizers can provide for 
the safety of participants. Further, the Governor also strongly encouraged state 
residents to practice social distancing, which means individuals should try to stay six 
feet, or at least an arm’s length, from each other. He also recommended that people 
bump elbows as a greeting instead of shaking hands. 
 
Many of you may wonder why we are not closing schools.  There are very complex 
considerations when deciding to close schools.  Please know that the local guidance 
from our local public health officials in Kitsap, Clallam and Jefferson Counties is not to 
close schools.  They indicated the science and disease models will inform them about if 
and when school closures would be warranted for health reasons. The timing of school 
closures for an epidemic is important in order to be effective.  
 
All school districts have been directed to make contingency plans should schools need 
to be closed for several weeks to months. Potential issues to address include free and 
reduced-priced breakfast and lunch, students completing school work at home, and 
child care options. Port Townsend School District already has a contingency plan in 
place, and will continue to develop the plan should a school closure be required.  
 
Every family is in a unique situation. Some children or family members may be at higher 
risk for severe illness because of underlying health conditions or a weakened immune 
system. As a parent, it is up to your judgement to keep your child home due to a health 
concern. Public Health advises that families consult with their healthcare provider to 
decide the best course of action.  If you decide to keep your child home, the absence 
will be excused. 
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In the event of required school closure the Port Townsend Schools has a plan in place 
to provide school meals, in the event of a closure we will provide detailed updates to 
families. In the event of long term closure we will be providing some online educational 
resources to encourage students to stay engaged in learning, but we will not be running 
an online or remote school, following the guidance from OSPI.  
 
This is one of the most challenging situations we have dealt with and it may continue to 
get worse before it gets better.  Every day presents new circumstances and guidance. 
Please know that we are doing our very best with the information we have, but 
information is changing quickly.  Thank you for your patience and understanding as well 
as your partnership as we navigate this crisis together.  
 
Thanks, 
John A. Polm, Jr., Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
Port Townsend Schools "Learning Through a Sense of Place" 
 
 


